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May 23, 1997 


Contact: Greg Donley, ext. 263 
Film info line: ext. 465 


CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART OFFERS RARE SCREENING OF 
FASSBINDER’S EPIC BERLIN ALEXANDERPLATZ 


(Cleveland, Ohio) On four successive Sundays this June, filmgoers at the Cleveland Mu- 
seum of Art will experience a rare treat: Rainer Werner Fassbinder’s epic masterwork Berlin 
Alexanderplatz. Long out of theatrical release, Fassbinder’s 15-hour adaptation of Alfred 
Ddblin’s 1929 novel is the longest, and some say greatest, achievement of the late, cel- 
ebrated German filmmaker. 

Fassbinder had long dreamed of filming Dbblin’s novel, an account of a German 
everyman in Berlin during the rise of Nazism; in 1979 he finally got his chance. 

Fassbinder’s 14-part film was originally a TV miniseries. It will be shown here in four 
installments, on Sundays June 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th. It is a gripping tale of new begin- 
nings and age-old transgressions that begins when one Franz Biberkopf (Gunther 
Lamprecht), released from prison, vows to reform his life. The epic boasts a top-notch cast, 
including many key members of Fassbinder’s regular “stock company,” Hanna Schygulla, 
Barbara Sukowa, et. al.; and memorable cinematography by Xaver Schwarzenberger. A 45- 
minute video documentary on the making of Berlin Alexanderplatz will precede the first 
installment. Admission is free. Twenty-five other Fassbinder films show between May 23 
and June 29 at the Art Museum’s neighbor, the Cleveland Cinematheque at the Cleveland 
Institute of Art (telephone 216/421-7450). 

Berlin Alexanderplatz is part of The Rainer Werner Fassbinder Retrospective and North American 
Tour, presented by the Goethe-Institutes in the USA and Canada and the Fassbinder Foundation, Berlin, 
under the patronage of His Excellency Dr. Juergen Chrobog, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many. German sponsors: Lufthansa AG, Berlin; Lufthansa Cargo, Berlin; Arri-Contrast, Berlin; Dr. Alfred 
Biolek, Cologne; Thomas Doerschel, Berlin; Filmverlag der Autoren, Munich; Tim Fischer, Berlin; Dr. 
Thomas Geyer, Geyer-Werke, Berlin; Theo Hinz, Munich; Hans Kohl, Taurus Film, Ismaning; Reinhard 
Penzel, SONY Deutschland GmbH, Cologne; Hanna Schygulla, Paris; Horst Wendlandt, Rialto-Film, Berlin; 
Rosel Zech, Munich. Institutions: Filmboard Berlin-Brandenburg; Berliner Festspiele, GmbH, Berlin; 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Auswartiges Amt) Bonn; Goethe-Institut; Inter Nationes, Bonn. 
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Fassbinder’s Berlin Alexanderplatz 


Sun/8 June, 1:00 Berlin Alexanderplatz, Parts 1-3 (Germany, 1979/80, color, subtitles, 199 min.) 
directed by Rainer Werner Fassbinder, with Gunther Lamprecht, Hanna Schygulla, and Barbara Sukowa. 
In 1928 Germany, German everyman Franz Biberkopf is released from prison and vows to reform his 
life. Unfortunately, circumstances dictate otherwise. 15-hour saga continues on the next three Sundays. 
Preceded at 1:00 by a 45-min. video documentary on the making of Berlin Alexanderplatz. 

Sun/15 June, 1:00 Berlin Alexanderplatz, Parts 4-7 (234 min.) 

Sun/22 June, 1:00 Berlin Alexanderplatz, Parts 8-11 (234 min.) 

Sun/29 June, 1:00 Berlin Alexanderplatz, Parts 12-13 & Epilogue ( 229 min.) 



